INTERESTED IN CONTRIBUTING? 


Sign up for an introductory workshop at www.daily4ger.com. 


REQUEST NEWS COVERAGE OF YOUR UPCOMING EVENT ON OUR 
WEBSITE OR BY CALLING (562) 985-8000 
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Dog owners 
leave Long 
Beach looking: 


Crappy 


ARIANA SAWYER 


Opinions Editor 


It ought to be a beautiful day in the 
Los Alamitos Beach neighborhood 
of Long Beach. The sky is cloudless 
and blue, the temperature is in the 
high “60s in the middle of January 
and the palm trees sway in the ocean 
breeze. But what is that sour smell? It 
definitely isn’t the crisp ocean spray or 
even remotely fishy. It is the repug- 
nant smell of dog poop bordering the 
sidewalks all over town. 

A Long Beach ordinance states that 
a person who is responsible for any 
animal may not allow that animal to 
defecate on any public of private prop- 
erty without immediately removing 
the defecation and putting it into an 
appropriate trash receptacle. However, 
the existence of this law doesn’t seem 
to stop the multitude of offenders. 

Not only is the law far too lax to 
be taken seriously, but on top of that, 
none of the people in positions of 
authority are willing to enforce it. 


> See POOP Page 5 


THE DAILy 49ER HAS RELOCATED! 


Come visit us in Liberal Arts 4, room 201. 


Jesus Amprosio | DAiLy 49eR 


Paige Henley (center) and Aimee Threlkeld (right) help out students with campus directions, as well as 


hand out free pencils and planners in front of the Liberal Arts buildings on Tuesday. 


ndering around the sprawling 300-acre campus for the first time can be intimidating, and navigating the 
campus during the first week can be nerve-wracking. Student Orientation, Advising & Registration has blue 
tents set up around high-traffic areas on campus to guide those not so familiar with The Beach. Here are some 
frequently asked questions and tips from students manning the SOAR booths the first week of school. 


Revamping 
reputation 
by 
motorbike 


The Art Theater of 
Long Beach takes 
on documentary 

of motorcyclists 
redefining Pakistan. 


By Brooke BECHER 
Diversions Editor 


America’s relationship with Pakistan 
is less than perfect. Avid motorcyclist 
and organizer Moin Kahn of A Dif- 
ferent Agenda, an awareness group, 
hopes to change that. 

His documentary, “Rediscovering 
Pakistan—The Untold Tale,” will be 
screened on Saturday afternoon at 
the Art Theater of Long Beach, and 
all proceeds will go toward A Dif- 
ferent Agenda and AJK, an elemen- 
tary school promoting education for 
young girls in Pakistan. 

The film follows eight Americans 
and one Malaysian for 14 days on 
their expedition from the capital city, 
Islamabad, to the Chinese border 
powered by motorcycles. 

“Our media just sheds such a dif- 
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Courtesy oF NATALIE Goope 


Riders visit students of the AJK School located in a small village 


outside of Lahore, Pakistan. 


ferent light,’ said Nicole Goode, a 
former California State University, 
Long Beach alumna and featured 
rider in the documentary. 

Images of dry deserts adorned with 
crowded clay and brick vertical struc- 
tures, the occasional rich-colored 
tarp flowing on wire breaking up the 
ocean of beige have been spoon fed to 
the states through fear-based media. 

Pakistan is often broadcast through 
U.S. news with civilians draped from 
head to toe, living among terror 
groups. 

Warnings from the Bureau of 
Consular Affairs from the U.S. De- 
partment of State continue to advise 
against all non-essential travel to 
Pakistan, according to travel.state. 
gov. 

“Moin even said that when he 
would watch the news while going 
to school in the states, he would call 


his family to see if they were okay,” 


Goode said. “The news here even 
freaked him out.” 

“Rediscovering” is Khan’s attempt 
to educate the western world of “the 
country [he] loves.” 


Q: How did you get involved with 
this documentary? 


I got involved because my boy- 
friend Mike motorcycles, and he 
followed Moin Kahn of A Different 
Agenda. Moin is Pakistani, but he 
went to school in the states and is an 
avid motorcyclist. Once he graduated 
from school, he rode his bike all the 
way from San Francisco to Pakistan. 
He’s a nut. 


> See Q&A, Page 6 
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49ers to 


shoot for 
16th 
consecutive 
win 

The 49ers are riding 
a 15-game winning 
streak and are in first 


place in the Big West 
conference. 


By. WILLIAM HERNANDEZ 
Assistant Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State women’s 
basketball team will look to extend 
its longest winning streak since the 
1990-91 season when it hosts Cal State 
Northridge Saturday afternoon at the 
Walter Pyramid. 

The 49ers (17-1, 4-0) have already 
matched their win total from last year, 
but head coach Jody Wynn is not tak- 
ing anything for granted. 

“We have to be focused,” head 
coach Jody Wynn said. “Everyday we 
come to practice looking to get better 
and trying to improve. We keep a com- 
petitive atmosphere in practice and the 
girls appreciate it.” 

After a successful run against non- 
conference opponents, LBSU steam- 
rolled into conference play by winning 
its first four games against Big West 
opponents by a combined 286-218 
margin of victory. 

The first place 49ers will put their 
undefeated Big West Conference re- 
cord on the line against defending 
conference champions CSUN (12-6, 
2-2). 

The 49ers are back home after their 
first two road conference games of 
the season. Senior Point guard Hallie 
Meneses averaged 16 points per game 
during that stretch on the way to be- 
ing named the Big West Player of the 
Week. 

After scoring career-high 26 points 
against Cal Poly on Jan. 15, Men- 
eses continued her good play helping 
LBSU coast to an 81-44 win at UCSB 
on Jan. 17. 

Even though LBSU has accumu- 
lated an impressive amount of success 
this far, nothing is set in stone just 
yet for Wynn. That includes the 49ers 
starting lineup. 

“I don’t predetermine our starting 
lineup,” Wynn said. “Ever since I’ve 
been involved in coaching, we never 
keep the same starting five.” 

With all of its five starters from last 
season returning, CSUN was picked 
to finish first in the conference and 
defend its Big West Conference title. 
However, the Matadors lost their last 
game against Cal Poly 63-54 and are 
only playing .500 basketball against 
Big West opponents. 


> See SHOOTING, Page 8 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


A CSULB Professor 
researched textile 
waste as a new 

building material. 


By Amy PaTtTon 
News Editor 


California State University, Long 
Beach engineering professor, Dr. Yu-Fu 
Ko has temporarily stopped research on 
repurposing textile waste as building 
materials this semester. 

Ko has led this research project for 
the past two years with assistance from 
graduate engineering students Kyle 
Chan and Ignacio Cervantes. 

The textile waste theory is based on 
using old clothing and hemp material 
and mixing it with a polymer and resin 
to create durable building materials that 
can retrofit beams and bridges, Ko said. 

All research is in the preliminary 


Amy Patton | Daity 49eR 
Engineering professor Yu-Fu Ko is the head of the research project 
repurposing textile waste as building materials. 


stage, and has halted this semester due 
to a lack of funding and lab assistance. 
In the past, Ko’s research was funded 
by grants from a combination of engi- 
neering college and CSULB. Last se- 
mester, Ko received $10,000. 

The proposal for the research origi- 
nated from chemical engineering pro- 
fessor Sergio Mendoza. Ko said the 
work has been a combined effort be- 
tween chemical and civil engineering 
during the lab sampling. 

“We try to do more testing to come 
up with more data and come up with 
better simulation before we can say 
we are confident 100 percent with this 
crazy idea,” Ko said. “But we still need 
some student helpers to do some testing 
and manufacturing in the future.” 

Ko said in a press release that the 
textile waste material would be a sub- 
stitute for natural resources, like wood. 
He said the material could strongly re- 
inforce presently existing structures. 

“We are talking about superstruc- 
tures in the future,” Ko said in a press 
release. 
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Boxer vows no more 


‘secret’ talks on 
drought bill 


WASHINGTON __ Democratic 
Sen. Barbara Boxer on Wednesday 
set down some markers on California 
water legislation, denouncing “secret 
negotiations” and stressing the impor- 
tance of seeking statewide support. 

While dismissing as “absurd and ri- 
diculous” Republican charges that she 
single-handedly sank last year’s anti- 
drought efforts, Boxer said she would 
strenuously fight this year if she must. 
Her declarations underscore the com- 
plications facing the Central Valley 
lawmakers and others now preparing 
another bill. 

“People in my state don’t like secret 
negotiations,” Boxer said, “and I will 
not be part of it. Never. I don’t believe 
it works, and people don’t trust the 
process.” ; 

Last year, House Republicans and 
Democratic Sen. Dianne Feinstein 
kept tight wraps on their talks de- 
signed to craft a California water bill, 
with Rep. David Valadao, R-Calif., 
saying in November that members 
had taken a “vow of secrecy.” North- 
ern California lawmakers complained 
they were shut out altogether. 

The protracted negotiations nearly 
bore fruit at the end of last Congress, 
even as they attracted criticism. In 
December, the House by a largely 
partisan 230-182 margin passed a 
26-page bill that essentially reflected 
what Feinstein, the Republicans and 


Rep. Jim Costa, D-Calif., had agreed 
to. 

The House bill boosted water ex- 
ports south of the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta, encouraged the com- 
pletion of water storage project fea- 
sibility studies and sought to capture 
more runoff from early storms, among 
other provisions. It dropped some 
more controversial provisions previ- 
ously proposed by the House, such as 
a repeal of an ambitious San Joaquin 
River restoration plan. 

The Obama administration op- 
posed the House bill, as did the ad- 
ministration of California Gov. Jerry 
Brown, and it was never taken up by 
the Senate. If the package is the start- 
ing point for this year’s efforts, Boxer 
indicated, it has a ways to go. 

“IT am not going to pass a bill here 
that the state opposes,” Boxer said. 
“That is a 100 percent non-starter.” 

In particular, Boxer told reporters 
that she is “not going to turn North- 
ern California against Southern Cali- 
fornia, or the Valley against anybody 
else.” Instead, she is touting her own 
“Water in the 21st Century Act,” 
which would set up $1.95 billion in 
loans and grants over five years for 
water conservation, recycling and re- 
lated projects. 

“We need to make more water 
available,” Boxer said. 

Feinstein told Boxer’s office on 


Wednesday that she would support the 
bill. 

But the grants and loans do not go 
far enough for California Republi- 
cans, with Rep. Tom McClintock, R- 
Calif., saying in an interview that a 
water bill serving the state should be 
“as comprehensive as possible.” 

California Republican Rep. Jeff 
Denham added that he expects to see a 
broader “Western states” water pack- 
age arise this year, perhaps with the 
California measures wrapped inside. 
The fact that Republicans now con- 
trol both House and Senate, Denham 
added, “will strengthen our hand” in 
negotiating and moving a bill. 

Still, as ranking Democrat on 
the Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee, and with the Sen- 
ate’s byzantine parliamentary rules at 
her disposal, Boxer retains some clout. 

“I’m good at street fights,” Boxer 
said. “I grew up in Brooklyn.” 


— Michael Doyle 
McClatchy Washington Bureau 


Senate not ready to tie climate 
change to mankind 


WASHINGTON — The Senate re- 
jected the scientific consensus that hu- 
mans are causing climate change, days 
after NASA and the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration de- 
clared 2014 the hottest year ever re- 
corded on Earth. 

The Republican-controlled Senate 
defeated a measure Wednesday stating 
that climate change is real and that hu- 
man activity significantly contributes 
to it. Sen. Brian Schatz, D-Hawaii, 
offered the measure as the Senate 
debated the Keystone XL pipeline, 
which would tap the carbon-intensive 
oil sands in the Canadian province of 
Alberta. 

The Senate voted 50-49 on the mea- 
sure, which required 60 votes in order 
to pass. 

“Only in the halls of Congress is 
this a controversial piece of legisla- 
tion,” Schatz said. 

The chairman of the environment 
committee, Sen. James Inhofe, R-Ok- 


la., is an enthusiastic denier of climate 
change, saying it is the “biggest hoax” 
perpetrated against mankind. 

“The hoax is there are some people 
so arrogant to think they are so pow- 
erful they can change the climate,” 
Inhofe said Wednesday on the Senate 
floor. “Man can’t change the climate.” 

The Senate, with Inhofe’s support, 
did pass a separate measure saying 
that climate change is real _ just not 
that human activity is a cause. Sen. 
Roger Wicker, R-Miss., was the only 
senator to vote against it. 

The Democrats pushed for the cli- 
mate change votes as an attempt to 
get Republicans on the record in ad- 
vance of the 2016 elections, with polls 
showing that a majority of Americans 
believe humans are causing global 
warming. The votes were offered as 
non-binding amendments to the bill 
authorizing construction of Keystone. 

Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, 
urged her colleagues to vote against 


the finding that climate change is sig- 
nificantly caused by humans. 

Murkowski, chairwoman of the en- 
ergy committee, has expressed worries 
about the impact of climate change on 
her state. But she said on the Senate 
floor that the fact the measure included 
the word “significantly” was enough to 
merit voting against it. 

Some Republican senators, includ- 
ing Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
of Kentucky, have dodged the issue of 
whether humans are causing climate 


change, often using the talking point 


that “I’m not a scientist.” 

President Barack Obama mocked 
the “I’m not a scientist” line in his 
State of the Union speech on Tuesday 
night. 

“Well, I’m not a scientist, either. But 
you know what? I know a lot of really 
good scientists at NASA, and NOAA, 
and at our major universities,’ Obama 
said. 

Scientists from NASA and NOAA 


announced last week that 2014 was 
the hottest year on record, continuing 
a warming trend that the scientists at- 
tributed to greenhouse gases from the 
burning of fossil fuels. 

Just five Republicans, including 
Sen. Lindsey Graham of South Caro- 
lina, joined the Democrats on Wednes- 
day in voting for the finding that hu- 
man activity significantly contributes 
to climate change. 

Graham said he’s not a scientist, but 
that he has heard enough from scien- 
tists on the issue to be convinced. 

He rejected Democratic arguments 
that approving the Keystone XL pipe- 
line would worsen climate change, 
though, maintaining that the Canadian 
oil sands are going to be developed 
even if the pipeline is not built. 


— Sean Cockerham 
McClatchy Washington Bureau 
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Adjustment period in Liberal Arts 


Professors are 
learning to adapt to 
the new classroom 
formats of the LA 
buildings. 


By Amy PATTON 
News Editor 


Faculty and students have mixed re- 
views about the new classrooms in the 
recently renovated Liberal Arts build- 
ings. 

“When I was in LAI last semester, 
we didn’t pay attention in there, it was 
either too hot or too cold, Monsrrat 
Oidor, a pre-studio art freshman, said. 
“The atmosphere was suffocating.” 

Oidor said she is excited for the new 
classrooms because the newness is a 
better learning environment. 

“T’m still trying to figure out how to 
work everything and then how to use 
everything and that’s a process,” jour- 
nalism professor Jennifer Fleming said. 

According to an article on the Cali- 
fornia State University, Long Beach 
News at The Beach website, the LA 
buildings are equipped with 26 “smart” 
classrooms and a handful of active 
learning classrooms. 

Active-learning classrooms are 
outfitted with large group tables that 


‘have whiteboard surfaces on top. Each 


table is equipped with a large computer 
screen. 

“We hope that all of the classrooms 
will be smart or more active learning 


classrooms to really push that 21st cen- 
tury collaborative learning style and we 
hope that more instructors will be open 
to that as well,” Instructional Design 
Consultant Rica Young said. 


MicHaet Ares | DAILy 49eR 
Smart rooms in the Liberal Arts buildings show new whiteboard tables for students to gather around. 


Young said the department of human 
development is equipped to train pro- 
fessors in the new classrooms as ques- 
tions arise. 

“The most common question is, ‘how 


do I use [the control panel]?’” Young 
said. “It’s that control panel that they 
really need to master.” 

Human development __ professor 
Heather Rae-Espinoza that the new 
classrooms are not practical for human 
development classes, as they are con- 
tent-based, rather than group-based. 

“Most of the flipping involves do- 
ing group assignments, and you can’t 
manage 10 different groups to the same 
level of depth as you can push the whole 
class to think about it,’ Rae-Espinoza 
said. 

Fleming said she is happy the new 
smart rooms are equipped with updated 
computers because she doesn’t have to 
bring her laptop to class. 

“I’m excited to use the technology, 
and I’m excited the university invested 
in these technologies,” Fleming said. 

Administrative support coordinator 
for the department of human develop- 
ment, Wendy Lopez said that the LA 
buildings are not compatible with cur- 
rent human development curriculum. 

“We don’t have any classes in those 
active learning classrooms,’ Lopez 
said. “We would have to change the 
whole curriculum to use those class- 
rooms.” 

Lopez also said the new buildings 
need restrooms and elevators. 

“We have a lot of us in crutches and 
wheel chairs and are blind that need to 
go buildings over to go to the eleva- 
tor in LAS and walk across the whole 
bridge way and we also need restrooms 
in this building,” Lopez said. 
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Trashing our identity 


CSULB needs to choose one logo to unify the 


university. 


ARIANA SAwyeR | Daly 49eR 
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Amy PATTON 


News Editor 


In a university that is undergoing an identity 
crisis, logos and branding can be touchy subjects. 

Starting out as Long Beach State College in 
1949, our school’s name has shifted and molted 
its old name as it grew. Our school identity has 
evolved as we have, naturally. 

But there’s nothing natural about the funk we 
have been in the past several years when it comes 
to branding. 

California State University, Long Beach has an 
official seal and proudly embraces black and gold, 
but that is where the similarities end. y 

There are different logos and designs for nearly 
every college, department, sport and organization 
— you name it. Not to mention the several names 
we still answer to: Long Beach State, Cal Sate Long 
Beach, CSULB, LBSU, etc. This isn’t the witness 
protection program. Why haven't we made a 
definitive stand on who we are as a school? 

CSULB seems to have taken advantage of the 
newly renovated courtyards of the liberal arts 
buildings to push a rebranding agenda. The new 
trashcans are marked with an “LB” logo that looks 
suspiciously like the Long Beach State sports 
logo. Will this be a reoccurring trend with each 
renovation project in the future? 

It is a subtle yet bold statement. These trashcans 
are not down on lower campus near the athletics 
department. They just made an appearance in 


NURTURE ¢ yours CALLING 


BASTYRUNIVERSITY 


the newly renovated Liberal Arts courtyards. Is 
this the beginning of yet another attempted shift 
toward a new design for the entire college? 

We proudly boast about our diversity and 
wide variety of butt-kicking departments. Are we 
ready to cloak the entire school in sport-saturated 
branding? 

A trashcan design is just the tip of the iceberg. 
Older recycling bins have a metal pyramid on top. 
Does this imply we were trying to move towards that 
as a logo? Perhaps, but nothing solid has come from 
that either. It only adds to the confusion that even 
something as simple as trashcans aren’t uniform. 

A logo is how a corporation brands itself in the 
public eye. What kind of impression do we make if 
we can’t definitively say, “Yes, this is who we are.” 

Rebranding an entire university can be a public 
relations nightmare, but we need to be unified 
under one look. Having so many logos and brands 
can be confusing for non-locals. If we are well- 
known for having a giant pyramid on campus, 
someone who sees the LB State logo might not 
connect that we are, in fact, the very same school 
and vise versa. 

Granted, we must pick our battles, and a 
trashcan design might not be the strongest foot 
to start off on. But this is more than simply a 
trashcan. It’s another addition to the chaos that is 
the CSULB identity. 
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Poop 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE | 


The repercussions for abandoning 
the furry friend’s feces are severely 
lacking with first a verbal warning, 
then a written warning and finally a 
citation with an undisclosed fine. 

When the Long Beach Police De- 
partment was asked what their official 
response typically is to pet owners 
who are caught walking away from 
their animal’s fallen excrement, they 
briefly cited the aforementioned city 
ordinance (6.16.200 - Defecation—Re- 
moval required). 


“This is mostly enforced by the 
Animal Care Services Bureau Enforce- 
ment Officers.” An LBPD represen- 
tative said, “They would be best to 
comment. Technically any officer 
can issue a citation for this municipal 
section, however it is best left to the 
experts.” 

But with all of the obvious offend- 
ers, where are these supposed experts 
in fecal matters? 

“We can’t be there all of the time,” 
said Patricia Rodriguez, dispatch for 
the Animal Care Services Bureau 
Enforcement Officers. She said that 
much of the responsibility to stop dog 
owners from breaking the law lies with 
citizens in the neighborhood. 

“We require neighbors to take a 


photo, and then that is proof enough 
for us to cite,” Rodriguez said. 

It seems that people have been left 
to take matters into their own hands 
with dog signs posted in their front 
lawns in multiple languages on East 
Seventh Street and Redondo Avenue, 
as well as plastic bins nailed to trees 
containing extra poop bags for those 
dog owners who may have forgotten 
theirs on East Third Street. 

“My neighbors are notorious for 
their little dogs that poop all over the 
place,” said police officer Capt. Virgil 
Munoz. “So what I’ll do is have my 
big dogs right in the front yard when 
I see, because I already know. I’m an 
observer in my neighborhood. So I'll 
just have my two dogs sitting there 


while their little dogs come, and I’m 
just eyeing them as they walk by.” 

Capt. Munoz spends three or four 
days every week assigned to California 
State University, Long Beach where 
people normally clean up after their 
pets, but close to his home near Bixby 
Park, they often don’t. 

“And my dogs are big, so they have 
landmines.” Capt. Munoz said. “So 
I’m like, just because your dog’s tiny 
doesn’t mean you don’t have to pick 
it up. ‘Oh, but it’s just a little piece of 
chocolate.’ But no, it’s not!” 

If the residents of Long Beach peti- 
tion City Council, perhaps they can 
raise the fine, and encourage police 
officers to respond, causing negligent 
pet owners to take the ordinance more 


seriously. 

By taking pride in the city of 
Long Beach and keeping it clean, the 
residents would benefit from living in 
ever-improving neighborhoods, the 
freedom to walk over their own lawns 
uninhibited and the sweet smell of 
dung-less air. 

“You poop in somebody’s yard, you 
pick it up.” Rodney Dickerson, another 
police officer assigned to CSULB, 
said. “It’s just a respect thing.” 

How would Officer Dickerson 
handle an offending dog owner on his 
lawn? 

“Now, I know where you live, so I’m 
going to pick up all of my dog’s poop 
and go put it in your yard and see how 
you like it,’ Officer Dickerson said. 
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Q&A 


Continued from page | 


Q: What was it like, working with 
Moin Kahn? 


I had no-idea. I thought we were going 
to Pakistan to ride motorcycles around 
on little goat trails. | knew he was of 
A Different Agenda but I wasn’t su- 
per well-versed with everything they 
did. But we got over there, and he was 
like, “By the way, I got Brighto Paints 
to sponsor us.” It’s really rare for that 
Pakistani company to do that. It was 
like, “Surprise!” We did press confer- 
ences. We saw ourselves on Pakistani 
television on the news. It was amazing. 


Q: I read there were some ‘nasty 
spills.’ Was that you? 


In the Vimeo, you see someone just 
eating it for no apparent reason—that’s 
me. And it was the first day out! The 
gentleman right in front of me hit 
somebody else’s tire. I fell behind him. 
He crashed, broke his collarbone and 
unfortunately had to sit in the crew 
truck for the rest of the trip. They were 
SUV’s; sometimes, I would ride in them 
because I knew it’d be treacherous. 


Q: Did you experience any culture 
shock? 
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Riders visit students of the AJK School located in a small village outside of Lahore, Pakistan. 


In one city bigger than Islamabad, 
which is the capital city, it’s mixed. 
We’d go to dinner with a lot of his 
friends. They would have very tradi- 
tional clothes on like the kurtas, and 
then we would have on cheap jeans and 
cheap blouses on. So we were crack- 
ing up. Then, we would go up into the 
smaller villages where [we’d] see a lot 
of people dressed very proper and con- 
servative. The women covered their 
face and their hair to the point where 


[we] could only see their eyes. It var- 
ies depending on where [we] were, but I 
was kind of expecting that part. 


Q: Before you left, did you have any 
prejudgments yourself? 


I kind of had judgments just based on 
our media, for sure. I thought it would 
all look like desert. There’s that notion 
of, “Oh, you’re going to Pakistan? Are 
you out of your mind? Don’t go there.” 


Our media just sheds such a differ- 
ent light. Moin even said that when he 
would watch the news while going to 
school in the states, and he would call 
his family to see if they were okay. The 
news here even freaked him out. 


Q: Since the trip, how has your per- 
spective of Pakistan changed? 


I think it’s totally changed. Before I had 
no idea that it was covered with spec- 
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tacular scenery. I didn’t think that [the 
residents there] wouldn’t interact with 
us. I had no idea they were so gracious. 
The poorest person would invite you 
into their home and give you their last 
cup of tea. That doesn’t happen here. 
They treat guests with great courtesy. 
It’s an honor to have guests. The people 
were so warm and generous and lovely. 
I didn’t want to leave. It was a lesson 
for me. If I could, I would go back to- 
morrow. 
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Long Beach State guards Mike Caffey (left) and A.J. Spencer (Right) answer questions during a press conference following the 
team’s 82-77 loss to Cal State Northridge in the Big West Tournament on March 14, 2014. The teams will face each other for the first 


time since then on Saturday at CSUN. 


Clearing 
the boards 


49ers put an emphasis on 
rebounding ahead of Cal 
State Northridge 
showdown. 


By Oscar TERRONES 
Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State men’s basketball team is 
looking to extend its Big West Conference winning 
streak to three when it faces Cal State Northridge 
on Saturday night. 

The 49ers (9-11, 3-1) are off to a strong start in 
league play after going just 6-10 in the preseason. 
Senior Guard Tyler Lamb said the team has recoy- 
ered well, but the team is starting to feel the physi- 
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As educators, we know that great teachers make for 
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for our high quality programs at affordable prices. 
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cal toll in practices. 

“It’s tough,” Lamb said. “Everybody’s body is 
a little bit tired coming off all these hard fought 
games. Everybody still has to be focused and ready 
to go to war.” 

One of the main focuses in practice for head 
coach Dan Monson was challenging his players 
about their rebounding. The 49ers rank seventh 
in the Big West Conference at 33.5 rebounds per 
game. 

“We hadn't outrebounded anybody in the first 
three games of league,” Monson said. 

Monson said his scout team, comprised of ineli- 
gible transfer players Roschon Prince, Gabe Levin 
and Nick Faust, did a really good job of making the 
team understand that they need to work on their 
rebounding. 

“Coach would show us clips where we would 
box out,” Senior Forward David Samuels dais. “But 
once the shot is up, we wouldn't really react to the 
ball. We’ve worked on, once the shot is up, just to 
be more aware of the ball. We can use our length to 
clean up the rebounds.” 

Samuels, whom Monson believes is the team’s 
only true rebounder, said his head coach called 
them the worst rebounding team in the country. 
He said it’s something that motivates the team to 
be better. 

“The way he says it, it makes you have to respond 
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positively,” Samuels said. “He forces you to step 
up.” 

Rebounding will be one of the keys for the 49ers 
against Cal State Northridge (6-13, 2-2). The Mata- 
dors are the second best defensive rebounding 
team in the conference, and Monson knows every 
team playing at home can be dangerous. 

This will the first meeting between the schools 
since Northridge eliminated LBSU in last year’s 
Big West Conference tournament. The Matadors 
defeated the 49ers 72-67 to end LBSU’s season and 
prevent it from going to its second NCAA Tourna- 
ment appearance under Monson. 

Northridge is led by Senior Guard Stephan 
Hicks, the league’s third leading scorer at 17.2 
points per game. The Matadors have the luxury 
of having two players averaging 15-plus points 
per game with Hicks and Senior Forward Stephen 
Maxwell, who averages 15.8 points per game. 

Monson reiterated the importance of making ev- 
ery game the most of important game, regardless of 
how strong or weak the opponent. He said the key 
was to build on last Saturday’s 69-53 win against 
UC Santa Barbara and just keep getting better. 

“Since I’ve been here we never won both of those 
games,” Monson said. “Even the year we went 15-1 
we lost at Fullerton. This is a big couple of weeks.” 

The 49ers will head to Cal State Northridge for a 
Saturday night game that will start at 7 p.m. 
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The 49ers are currently riding a 15-game 
winning streak, having not dropped a game 
since late November when USC 90-85 beat 
them in overtime 90-85. 

LBSU hopes to get a healthy Anna Kim 
back for Saturday’s contest. Kim, who has 
averaged 9.8 points per game, was nursing a 
sprained right ankle injury that she suffered 
last week in the Cal Poly game. 

In the Santa Barbara game, Kim was lim- 
ited to seven minutes on the court. Wynn 
told the Long Beach Press-Telegram that 
Kim is medically cleared and ready to go. 

In their last three games, the 49ers have 
completed 77.1 percent of their free throws 
from the line. If LBSU defeats CSUN this 
weekend, it would be the fifth time in school 
history that The Beach has reached that 
streak. 

The 49ers will host Cal State Northridge 
Saturday afternoon at the Walter Pyramid at 
4 p.m. 
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